
Celia Cruz
The Queen of Salsa



CHILDHOOD:
Celia Cruz was born on October 21, 1925 in Havana, Cuba.  She was raised there 
too.  She was one of the oldest of 14 children! She used to sing in her crib as a 
little baby.  She always loved music! Her full name is Ursula Hilaria Celia de la 
Caridad Cruz Alfonso!



EDUCATION:
After Celia graduated from high school, she went to the Normal School for 
Teachers in Havana, because her dad wanted her to be a teacher. She won a talent 
show, though, and decided to go to the National Conservatory of Music in Havana 
to become a singer.



ADULTHOOD:
She got her big break when she became the lead singer of Sonora Matancera. She 
traveled a lot with this music group. After the Cuban Revolution in 1960, she was 
not allowed to return to Cuba. Eventually she became an American citizen.



ADULTHOOD:
She married band member Pedro Knight in 1962.   Later they left the band and she 
started her solo career.  He was her manager for the rest of her life. They were 
married for 40 years (until she passed away) and lived in New Jersey.  They never 
had children. She traveled all over the world as a singer.  



ADULTHOOD:
She worked a lot with another singer named Tito Puente.



Celia Cruz often shouted “azúcar” in her concerts, which means ‘sugar’ in Spanish.  
She did this to bring energy to her concerts, but also in reference to African slaves 

who worked Cuba's sugar plantations.

¡AZÚCAR!



She was a fashion icon!



ADULTHOOD:
She was known as “La Guarachera de Cuba.”  She was 
nominated 13 times for a Grammy and won three times. 
Sadly, she died of brain cancer at her home in Fort Lee, 
New Jersey on July 6, 2003 at the age of 77.


